On-every side the same note is being sounded in regard to the necessity for early diagnosis as a means of giving opportunity for early operative treatment in all kinds of abdominal disease.
Just now surgeons are specially directing their attention to diseases of the stomach, and every week in almost every journal, and on both sides of the Atlantic, cases is rubbed into the abdomen in a young person it probably rapidly enters the blood and is, if regularly applied, continuously eliminated in the secretions, including thesecretions into the serous cavities, which must in time' become pretty richly charged with iodine compounds, at any rate sufficiently so to act as antitoxin to the tubercletoxin, or as anti-bacterial to the tubercle bacilli. As furnishing support to the idea that iodine compounds do possess some " anti" power, he refers to the general idea that) iodine is an antitoxin to tubercle, which has long existed' in the minds of physicians. Antitoxins, using the word in> its wider sense, are not limited he says to the animal products, the oldest and surest antitoxins which we possess being mercury and quinine.
